
March 16, 2004

Calitornia I3ay'.Delta -A.uthori1.)~ McmberS
California Bay-Delta Authant}.
650 Capitol Mall, 5th Floor
Sacramento. CA 95814

Dear _Au!hQri~r Members,

On bchalf ofthc California Chamber afCommerce, I am \\Titing to express suppon far the
balanced imple~mentatian of the CalFed Bay-Delta Program ("CaIFed"). One afthe key
camponenrs afthe CalFed Record of Decision:., which was supported by a broad coalition of
interestS, was the development and cons"trucTion of new sUrface water StOrage projects. which
could increase ncw water supplies and provide !Iluch-needed additional storage for California.

The business clommunity has longsupportcdthe enUre CaIFed program and has spccifically
advocated that increased water supply reliability and new Storage is reqUired to manage the
demands of a r;apidly growing population and support California's vibrantec:onomy. As you
knO\\~, most, if not a1~ core business sectors in California cannot succeed without a stable and
reliable source of water.

We understand the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) recently released a state
fcasibility stUd:y of the In-Dclta Storagc Projcct, onc of the five surface storage projectS that the
CalFed prograzn is currently srudying for potential implementation. While an economi~ analysis
is yet to be CODlplete, DWR '5 report found the project techtrically feasibly and opined the project
"could provide a variety of bene firs and contribute to meeting each of CalFed's four objecriv~s
for water supply reliability7 water quality. ecosystem restoration and levee system integrity."-
(Source: DWR's Draft Exccutive Summary, In-Delta Storage Program Stat!! Peuibility StUdy, Janua.ry ZOO4)

--
This announceJ:nent is an important step forward for the State and thc watcr industry at largc as
any rcal progrcss in constructing ncw surfacc watcr 3toragc facilities has yet to materialize,
despite the constant calls for action. W c undcrstand all other proposed storage projects tJD.der
consideration by CaIFed are at very prelimiT1~ry phases of investigation. To ,fate, the In-Delta
Storage ProjeCl: is the only proposed water storage and supply project to havc~ been determined
technically fea:;ible. Beyond its water supply benefits. wc are encouraged to see a project
advance that ~In also provide complementary benefi~ in water quality, ecos'ystem rcstora"tiorJ.
and levee stability, and provide operational flexibility for the state and feder:ll water projects.
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Thcrefore, we strongly encourage the California. Ba.y-D~lta Authority to continue its
investigation of the In-Delta Storage Project, including any necessary economic and
environmenta1l reviews. Given rhe benefitS identified by DWR, the project merits a thorough
investigaTion.

On behalf of the California Chamber of Commerce. thank you again for your leadership role in
advancing the CalFed Bay-Delta. Program.

S~cerely.

"'~~~~..-t~~~ ~.-e'~~"( --""
Pete Nelson. ChainIlan
Water Committee

cc: Patrick 'Wright, Director, California Bay-Delta Authority
DanSkl)pec. Office of the Governor
Deflnis ,Albiani. Office of the Governor
Jeremy Arricl1, Department ofWatcrRcsourc;~
Bay Dc~lra. PtJbUc; Advisory Cornmittcc
C~lifon:lia'SmtC' Scnat~ AsricultUrc zmd WaterComminee
Califoroia.St41.t~ As.!emblyWater, Parks & Wildli~ Committee
HonoralbleDianne feinStein
Honoralbla Richard Pombo
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